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BISHOP Dr. ROBERT CALDWELL AND REDEFINITION OF DRAVIDA

T TR Associate Professor i Hhstory, Co-operativ e Arts and Science College. Madayi,
Premkumar

- =~ § Hhop Roabert Caldwell ot b Missionary ciomie B Sonth Tndia and settled o ldayarguds i the present T'Il‘ulﬂ:‘l\-:'“rjl
s R‘( -I Pastrit o Tommdnado State Ve dad research o the sonth Tadinn s ermaculse languages for conversion riut'l.'!'ﬂ-l.li
....-'_llv.,- e sdurnangiguity T rescarchoand wnbimgs created w separste ientity in ldia mmong the Tarmils about ther |':.l-r1';;'1f-1|_.:'t.'r-l;'l;: ::l&:l::
b [“i;'n':';lll Pravidian Fhe Diravidian conscrousness caplored by Calibwell s really an unanti ipinted legacy to the emergence AV

E

Choszian SMsaonanes, whecnme o sonth Tndio from the varsus
ar Loty bad toodo then services an the Tangunge of the
grver, since the natves were nol conversant wilh the L uropean
aupes. In the meantime the \-huuuulnr\. to begin with, were pot
arrversant with the Dravidian languages having come over to South
Jdis and sequired the speech from the local Pandits and started do ng
i pertorming therr sermwms and services e the newly learnt
po An outstanding person among the Chnstian Missionanies
E:c} [ Robers Caldwell (7 May 1H14 21" August 1R91), who
Buc contributed & great deal w the study of Tamil grammar’. He was
well known 1o the scholars by hus monumentasl work A ( omparative
Grammas of the Dravidian or South Indion Family of Langueges
which wis first published i the vear 18536 This paper attempis 1o
explore 3 hnef hife sketch of DrCaldwell and point out his

eoom e ons i the field of Davidan hinguistics research and redefine
B Divavaddiar

Caldwell was born on 7° May 1814 in a village in Ireland . Within s
fies veurs his parents moved on their native place, Scotland, They
Staved @t Glasgow ety He was tutored by his parents until he was
sz Afier tha he jomed a polytechmic institution in which he
Futies purting and received a certificate of ment and a prize in the
Mbiec Heowes not interested in tak ing up panting as a profession, bul
wanted 1o du e vangelical work and Jumned the London Mission when he
W M vears old With s support. he joined the Glasgow University
#6100k the M A degree When he was o student, the comparative study
Oflnguage, the culture and tstory of mankind could be discovered
Sir Dansc| Sandiord, who was a Professor of Greck, was well equipped
" the Femparative study languages and encournged his students to
Mhe-up the udy of langusyes and their systematic chunges”. 1is
Buder: Cajdu cl| feip. even af his young sge, that he should contribule
Wotha wrea 1 Eotan opponumty in hife,
1617, ey be securcd B A degree. the Latin Chrisnan Sociely
wohected hum fuy erangehcal work i Indim and sent lim m ship to
*and redched here on K January 163K Jle stayed for three
& Madias from 13K and prepared timsell for the work he had
1o do Well known Tusnil Scholars distinguished educationalist
mlﬁmb“‘ Cuvernment servants became his fiiends |le studied
(al:h..;ﬁ three veany The style o mission Life i Madias did nuol sui
o MUl He was g reasmgly disenchamed with the Landon
Lms y Sciety (1M Sy and is mode of functionmg e lefi from
s Fl,..:';l. Jomed the Society fur the Propagaiion of the Gaspel
Spene. € was midinned o Deacon by the Hishop ol Madras, Hishop
m_lNI Phen he wan prantcd pormission by work al
J::_E'"ri' Shephierd's | Lamler) o village near Thinuchemir, where
Pring; .u"" ahout SO yeary | |84 LR 1Y and be commenced waork
l;.mp . ' AMONG 3 caste of penple known ss the Shanars. e soun
H'lth """Hl"-h Schuals and Churches an Idavengudi wnd
e | I'""- tllages " Vo fifty years he descloped his Lite Fur the
“h.d“r;:.-dmpf hostianaty on the preteat of) the n]'-lllimclhtol the
gy, CERA repon Caldwell manied | hza un 207 March
o ing g Eeroil Shie had a perfect knowledge of colloguial Tamul
i Quired valuahle Wraining and expericine in TSRIOTATY Wk,

ATy, 1le
» 1' Sreelient colleague to her husband i all his etk amgs
1

. | ahLITL (LTI [T I € danphrers In 1577 ar Caloiilin L TR
T e P |
_ T e hpat erstwile Timneve v Lhstrge
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The University of Glasgow honoured am by conferning L L D
depree

for his book Comparative grammar For hs religious
service, the University too honored him a Doctor of divinity
{honouramscausa) In 1579, because of his contnbution to Education
and specifically 1o the study of Tamul Language. Caldwell was sclected
1o deliver the 227 Convocanon address by the Madras University. He
stressed comparaive study of the Languages m his address When
age mereased, the resistance 1o summer heat was less Caldwell began
too live in the Kodaikanal hills and spent most of s time in prayers In
TE21, he was attacked by cold and was laid up for a few days. His wife
and sons were by his side when he breathed his last on 287 August
IRR1, at the npe old age of seventy seven” His hody with all rituals
finting 10 a Hishop was brought to Tdayangudi and buned in the Church

His writings

Caldwell's systematic study of India, particularly South India s

people. languages and culture helped his mission work 3 great deal

Caldwell was o member of o commitiee formed to translate the prayet

book and the Hible into Tamil. A missionary by service, Caldwell was 5

multi-faceted personality He was not only a linguist, but also an

archacologist, a socal anthropalogist and religious historian. In every

field of his persuasion or choice he mude his mdelible impress s

writings are wide and varied which are as follows"

. The Tinnevelly Shanars ( 1850)

L A Comparmive Grammar of Dravidian (or) South Indan Farmty
of Languages( 1856)

LB Thmsnphyul'lhcllinduﬂi“ﬁl!

4. Onthe Kudumi (1867)

The Languages of Indian in their Relanon
(187%)

6. Joumals of Evangelistic waork amongst natives of the Higher
L'u.hl.rum.ll'lnucn[IH'Jh_Ill.??,nnd | KT8

Address atthe convocation ufthe L) tiveraty of Madras( 1879,
Onthe Reserve i communicating Religiou
Christians in Mission Schoals in Iahal IRK 1)
9. History onlthe Tinnevelly Mission of the SPUK and SPGIKK
1. Tinnevelly Distrier Manual (1851

W APoluical and General Hhstor

¥ ofthe Distnct ol Tinnevell 11881
12, Onibie Demonolatey Southern Indiog I K8 T) ’
1Y, Chastianiy

and Hinduism( 1893 Posthumans publication)

to Missionary work

T

H. s Instruction to Non-

I addition 16 this. he was
Narkarunat Thyanamala Phamara T hoduka
Purmdlisnan | o writing the abuyve
comniucied archucological ExLavulions
places of pre-historig Imponance

the author of three booaks i Tamy) namely

vand Bharatham K andy
Menhioned works Caldwell
at Punnakkayal and Korkar,
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! ANPEUARey-
Kannada, Malayalam || Bl i oty i:lﬂg:ng:: ‘-\h

e the gl slage wins ta ppy
] vir ] -
langusges ol he worly nmglrl;tcd‘ . ieal
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