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MARAIMALAIL AD{KJ\L AND THE EMFRGENCE OF TAMIL PURIST MOVEMENT IN THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY

Dr.G.Premkumar
Assochate Professor, PG Depaniment of History
Co-operative Arts and Science College
Madayi, Kannur, Kerala, India

Abstract: rlt ]ml Pw movement trnicd W ﬂ:ml the mn.Tm“l wiords Clﬂ..‘l.."ll")' Sansknt m in "T“lll‘ Tamnml C!I.Hllrlllﬂ-
ideas were panly rediscovered by nincteenth century Christian missionaries, lnd they lefl thewr impress of the umique nnh_quuly of
Tamil language. literature, history and culture. Certmn stalemenis by Buropean missionary scholars like Percival, Winslow, Caldwell,
Pope and others kindled a sense of prde among Tamils about their heritage. 1111:_ European mussionaries opened up the flood gates of
Dravidian studics which i fact lad 1o the rediscovery of the Dravidian past. €.J Heschi, Fr Henngues, Robert De Nobilh, are Ilhc
forerunners of the Tamil Purst Movement who started the de-sanskrlisation process and extended 11 1o all fields of wniting. Before
launching the Pure Tamil Movement, Swami Vedachalam had a prepamtory peniod during which he had thc benefit of learning and
discussmg maiters with active and cminent nalive personalitics like Prof Sundaram Pillms, Nallasarm Pilla -n:I Fn;l' Suryn
Narayanasastr, who were propagating the ieas conceming the antiquity and cultural self-sufficiency of the Dravidians. Following
them, i 1916 Swami Vedachalam changed his name into Maraimalai Adikal due to the influence of the wnitings of hath the
Missionary and the native scholars. This resulied in the form of a movement, which its founders called as’ Tanittarul movement’ in
Tamil language which means Pure Tamil Movement or Tamil Purist Movement.

Keywords: Tamil Studics of Chrstian Missionary Scholars,Discovery of Its Glory, Started De-Sanskrtisation, Followed by Native
Scholars, Marmmala Adigal Launched Tamul Punst MovemenL

Introduction

The Tamil punst movement started by Maraimalai Adikal'(1876-1950) o rid Tamil writing of the various non-Taml especually of
Sanskrit words, which have gained currency in ordinary usage. Tamil egalitarian ideas were partly rediscovered by mineteenth century
Chnstian mussionanes, and they left their impress of the unigue sntiquity of Tamil language, literature, history and culture of the
Natuves. It made the natives 1o realise that their mother tongue was in no way inferior o the North Indian Sansknt. It widened the
scope of the n-depth study of the languages, literatures, history und cultures. Morcover, il asserted the supenonty of the Tamil
language and stressed that it is free from the influence of any other language. Considering these characteristics of the Tamil language,
a few leamned scholars came forward to purify Tamil of its alien influence. This resulted in the form of a movement, which its founder
called as " Tanstamil movement' in Tamil language which means ‘Pure Tamil Movement'. In this paper an attemp! is made to trace the
factors whuch contnibuted to the emergence of Tamil purist Movement.

Missionary Writings and its consequences

Certain statements by European missionary scholars like Percival, wm,cmummmmu-mormmg
Tamils about their heritage. The enthusiasm and thrill with which the European savants presented the salient features of Tamil
language, litcrature, antiquities and religion also instilled in these Tamil scholars a notion of uniqueness about their past glory and set
them apan from other races and people of India, especially the Brahmin community(broadly identified as Aryans)’

mr.m“uhmqrvmmwurmmmh Madras during |1860s and collected nearl
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Mll{mytﬂlqh-h:ﬂkdmuﬂumdpﬂli:hndlbicﬁmtyin 1862. He is well-known 1o the Tamil world through his
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_ih;- borrowers from the Dravidian group of which Tamil is the oldest’. It also strengthened the ideas of Percival about the glory of the

An . scholar among the Chnistian Missionaries, Bi Dr. Robert Caldwell (1814-1891) had strained his ev
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