
MER 

Dear Author(s) 

International Journal of 

Multidisciplinary 
Educational Research 

DR. G. PREMKUMAR 

Greetings from 1JMER 

ISSN: 2277-7881 

Thanks & Regards 

JISRAF Impact Factor: 6.514 

Index Copernicus Value: 5.16 
International Scientific Indexing Value: 2.286 
Published by: Sucharitha Publications 
Visakhapatnam -530 003, Andhra Pradesh- India 
Email: victorphilosophy@gmall.com 
Mob: 09247782851 

Cetificate of Fublcation 

It is indeed our pleasure to inform you that your article titled *.MARAIMALAI ADIKAL AND THE EMERGENCE OF TAMIL PURIST MOVEMENT IN 
THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY." has been published in our Peer Reviewed and Referred International Journal of Multidisciplinary Educational 
Research (JMER) Volume (..10). Issue ( 1 )...MAY.. (Month)..2021...(Year), with JISRAF Impact Factor 7.8 16. Index Copernicus Value 5. 16 
& Intermational Scientific Indexing Value: 2.286, of 1JMER Published by Sucharitha Publications. Visakhapatnam. On behalf of UMER, we hope to 
build a life long association with you and expect your continuous support. We hope to receive your contribution in terms of paper submissions and 
subscriptions as well. t will be our pleasure to collaborate with you for future endeavors and promotion of the initiatives carried out by JMER. UGC 
approved Journal: Serial No: 41602( 2017) and Registered in Publons Group (Web of Science) and Scopus Review lD: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A (UP). 

227 

Sincerely Yours 

Dr. K. VICTOR BABU 

tntnate J 4 scia 
cataal Restargh.s 27"* " 

Socinl Seiences, Humanities, Comneree & Management, Engineering & Technology, Medicine, Seienees, At & Development Studien and Law 
www.jmer.in 

778 8 1 



Conve 

MARAIMALAI ADIKAL AND THE EMERGENCE OF TAMH. PURIST MOVEMENT IN THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY 

INTERNATIONAL JOLRNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINART EDU¯CATIONAL. RESEARCH 

Introduction 

ISSN:2277-7881; baracs FACoe:7.81 6(2021 ); IC VA:5.16; ISI VAUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journat: VOWME10, IssUe s(1). Moy 2021 

ey of Article Publication Available www ijmer in 
Digital eertificate of puhliention: bttpjmr apteCreßatrknertllcatie UMERpdf 

DO: http Mjmer in dol /2021/ 10 05.102 
Scopn Revdew ID. A2896DJACE 3FEA2A 

Artide Reccved 1o May Publkation Dale 30 May 2021 

Dr.G.Premkumar 
Associate Professor, P.G Department of History 

Co-operative Arts and Science College 

Abstract: The Tamil purist movcmcnt tricd to rcjcct thc non-Tamil words cspccially Sanskrit words in writing. Tamil cgalitarian 
missionaries, and they left their impress of the unique antiquity of idcas were partly rediscovered by nineteenth century Christian 

Tamil language, lilerature, history and culture. Certain statements by Europcan missionary scholars like Percival, Winslow, Caldwell, 

Pope and others kindied a sense of prde among Tamils about their heritage. The Europcan missionaries opencd up the tlood gates of 
cnriqucs, Robert De Nobilli, are the Dravidian studios which in fact led to the rotiscovery of the Dravidian past. CJ Beschi, Fr. 

forerunners of the Tamil Purist Movement who started the de-sanskritisation process and cxtended it to all ficlds of writing. Before 

launching the Pure Tamil Movement, Swami Vedachalam had a preparatory period during which he had the benefit of learning and 

discussing matters with active and cminent native personalities like Prof. Sundaram Pillai, Nallasami Pillai and Prof Surya 
Narayanasastri, who were propagating the idcas conceming the antiquity and cultural self-sufficicncy of the Dravidians. Following 

them, in 1916 Swami Votchalam cdachalam changed his name into Maraimalai Adikal due to the influence of the writings of both the 
Missionary and he native scholars, This nosulicd in the form of a movement, which its founders called as"Tanittam1l movement' in 
Tamil language which moans Pure Tamil Movement or Tamil Purist Movement. 

Keywerds: Tamil Studics of Christian Missionary Scholars, Discovery of ls Glory, Started De Sanskritisation, Followed by Native 
Scholars, Maraimalai Adigal Launched Tamil Purist Movement. 

Missionary Writings and its comsequences 

Madayi, Kannur, Kerala, Inda 

The Tail purst movcmcnt started Srted y Maraimalai Adikal"(876-I950) to rid Tamil writing of the various non-Tamil espec ially of 
Sanskrit words, which have currency in ordinary usage. Tamil egalitarian ideas partly rodiscovered by nincteenth century 
Christian missionarics, and they lct their impress of the uniquc antiquity of Tamil languagc, literaturE, history and culture of the 
Natives. It made dhe natives to realise thal thcir mother tongue was in no way inferior to the North Indian Sanskrit. It widencd the 
scope of the in-deph study of the languages, literatures, history nd cultures. Morcover, it asserted the superiority of the Tamil 
language and stressed that it is free from the influence of any other language. Considering these characteristics of the Tamil language. 
a few lcarmed scholars came forward to purify Tamil of its alien influcnce. This resulted in the fon of a movement, which its founder 
calld asTnitamil movement' in Tamil language which mcans 'Pure Tanil Movement". In this paper an attempt is made to trace the 

Tarnils. 

Certain stements by Europcan missionary scholars like Percival, Winsow,Caldwell, Pope and others kindlcd a sense of pride among 
Tamils about thcir heritage. The enthusiaxm and thrill with which the Europcan savants prescnted the salient features of Tamil 
lmgunge, litcrntare, antiquitics and religion also instillecd in these Tamil scholars a notion of uniqueness about their past glory and set 
them apart frum other races nd people of ndia, especially the Brahmin comumunity(broadly identified as Aryans) 
Rev.P.Precival was he Profcssor of Vernacular Literature at Presidency College, Madras during 1860s and collected ncarly 5000 proverbs and odited hem. Thus, he laid the foundation for linguistic research.'Following in his footsteps Winslow, an American bom Missionary scholar who sctuled Madras and published a Dictionary in 1862. He is well-known to he Tamil world hrough his Dictionary. In his rescarch wok, he said that while all the vemaculars of India had been cnriched by Sanskrit, that wonderful language has borrowes from he Dravidian group of which Tamil is the oldest. It also strengthenod the ideas of Percival about the glory of the 

An outstanding scholar anong he Christian Missionaries, Bishop Dr. Robert Cakdwell (1814-1891) had strained his every nerve to resurrect Tamil from the dustbin. Caldwell is considered in Tamil Nadu as a prophctic scholar, the memory of whom in Tamil Nadu has bocn very scared to the Dravidologists. It was he who insurrected and recoincd the word Dravidian to mcan all the South Indian Languagcs. He studied them decply to many ycars so hat h he could announce to the world authoritativcly hat the Dravidian languages did not oniginate from the Aryan family or do not bclong to that family that their origins should be discovered somewhre clsc. 
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factors which contribuicd to the emergence ofTamil purist Movement. 


