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URBAN GOVERNANCE IN COLOMAL NMALABAR WTH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO CANANNORE NUNICIPALITY

MCShalima

The Braish establishec wade rolations in
Malabas with the establishment of a factary at
Thalassery during the last quarter of the 17"
Centlury. However, they were able to establish
political authority onty during the last decade of
the 18" Century. ik led to dynamic changes in the
society and economy of Malabar.' Initially, they
locused on trade and economy and ncreasingly
or political and administrative regard, which
cnded with the territorial appropriation of tre
country by the British.2 Subsequently the colonial
state realized the wponance of palitical power af
thz region for the smooth conduct of commercial
activities and this led to their interaction in nalive
politica!l structure. The British tock convol of
Malabar in 1792 as pan of the weaty of
Srirangapaltam and established an
administrative institwtion as per the Briush
standard. The most important reason for
eslablishing British administration was 0 sct up
an elficient administrative system within the
province since they regarded the prevailing one
as anarchic.

During 1800, as part of somc
administrative reforms, the British divided the
province into two parts under the cantrol of two
superintendents. Later. they divided the province
inko 10 districta each run by 3 Revenue
Collecior. In the same year. the 8ritish
government handed over the ciwvil and military
administration of Malabar (rom the Bombay
Presidency 10 Madras Presiaency allowng them
to buld up an effectwve adminiswation in this
province.* All these led to the establishmcent of
supreme power cf the British in Kannur. As part
of roforms Introguced in the provinual
administration, we Bribsh introduced the Tawn
improvement Act of 1865 which envisaged the
introduction  of municipal  admwnistration 1IN
Kannur. The main objective behind the
intraduction of municipal administrabon was o
attract the intesest of more efficient communities
of the town in sharing the rosporsibilitics of
colonial admimstration. The subsequent result of
this  acl was ne coostitution of  Kannur
aunicipality \n 1B67.

The main developmomal  schemes  oF
Kannur municipality rciuded the constructing,
repairing and cl'esn:ng of drains a3l
martenance nf reads sireels The miunepal
council also gave prosdy o Jighhing. e
supply 8nd preventian =f fre The Kanawr
munc pality mantaned roads arnualiy far “he
casy mavement of gonds and per pile edtuch i
turn facil tated the growth of trade.

Fven bodzre the colpnial ademurisHation
Kannur has trade relations with Coorg. T~
evident from that the municipality maimained a
roag from Kannur to Coorg to facilitate vade
Curing the Nysorcan invasior Kakkad ferry
ceveloped as @ hut of rlanc wates ransport
Sorne  years  laler  the municipal  autharity
upgrsded it by constructing roads o Kakkad.
Kanour Municipalily also maintained ra2ds ir
order 1o dovelop lransport facilities within the
municipal limit Thesc roads connected different
parts of the town arxd in wrn they helped the casy
movements of pcople and goods towards
ditesent directions They arc mainly Camp
pazsar branch road, Cross reac nea- rmnicipal
market AnayiilukkL road. Jaill road e

For 11e mainterance of roads awroLng S5,
of tte tatal budget amount of the Mmurizicality
was utilized during the pericd Lotwesn 2306 and
1907. The mileage of roads increased frem 25
miles in 1901 to 30 miles 1331, The difference
was 2ue 10 the transler of roads 1o the muarnigal
counci maintained by the m hilary depaitmont.?
The olc wocden  bridge  conrecting
Payyambalam with the beach was replacec by a
strerg Lridge wiith won girders® '

The constucticn of beach road wsas
undertaken in the year 1910511 % The tota
cost of the wcrk was RS. 941/-. This rcad was
connected with Chalal road.” The muricipal
councll also maintained the muncipal and the
jail r0ads. The eannenware pipe drains vicre
substituted in threc piaces.

The rond repairs wire  carnwel on
departmentally duning the year 1 934.35 Tte
sub averseer was N charge of the tu ldiny wor-
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