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POLITICS OF (UN) MIXED DINING

- REVISITING COLONIAL MALABAR

G. Deepa

The late 19t century in India is seen as the
period of the emergence of nationalism and the
imagining of a national community. In Benedict
Anderson’s formulaic modular account, there is
an element in the argument that is generally
ignored by readers: the imagining of the nation
is the result of a need to create a new kind of
believing community following the erosion of
religious certainty consequent to modernity

Jordons observes that it was among the
English educated intelligentsia that several ideas
of reform first arose. They were primarily trying
to deal with a personal problem that affected
their own lives very deeply constant contact with
British and European ideas made them look
upon some social and religious characteristics of
their own society with horror and disgust.2 Social
reform in this first stage was mostly prompted by
the desire of these people to cope with the
difficulties which they experienced themselves.
There was not as yet any concern for the mass
of the people, or any desire to transform the
structure of society at large. What they wanted
was to reshape their lives according to the new
standards and values they were discovering.
They sought to clarify their own ideas, and
propagate them among their kindred
intelligentsia.
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The socio-religious, cultural and political
awakening of the 19th and early 20th centuries
had its impact on the Malabar society also. The
transformation of the public sphere in colonial
India shows the increasing importance of
religious movements and of the political use of
religious images in new communication
technologies.3 The critique of the caste system
and untouchability which obstructed the
progress of the society coupled with the
challenges of colonialism provoked the elite
class to take up issues relating to social justice
along with political agitations# One of the
specific features of a colonial modernity that one
could address is the use of religion as a mode of
self-fashioning, social understanding and public
criticisms by Indian intellectuals. This paper is an
attempt to analysis the various discourses of
socio —religious movements in Malabar. This
paper explore the politics of social reform
movements in general and inter dining
movement in particular.

By the closing decade of 19th century the
social and structural changes took place among
the society of India and also in Malabar. During
the British rule several religious organizations
were founded in different parts of the country to
liberate Hindus from many evil customs and



